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INTRODUCTION
Oxynotidae is a monotypic family of small to medium sized rare deep-water rough sharks with endemic regional geographical distributions on continental and insular shelves and upper continental slopes of the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans (Ebert et al. 2013) . The occurrence of Oxynotidae and records of its representatives in the western Indian Ocean were speculative (e.g., Ebert 2013 Ebert , 2015 Ebert & van Hees 2015; Compagno 2016; Weigmann 2016 ) till recently in Fricke et al. (2018) . Members of Oxynotidae are characterized by having a body triangular in cross-section, conspicuously deep, arched dorsally and flattened ventrally at trunk, rough skin with large dermal denticles, head small and wide, snout blunt at tip and short with fringed anterior margin of nostrils, mouth circular with papillose lips and ventrally located, eyes rounded and conspicuously large, located laterally, spiracles large and crescent, located behind eyes, dorsal fins sail-like, conspicuously upright and tall, dorsal-fin spines conical, thick and markedly small, located prior to each dorsal fin and never transcending the fin apex, pectoral fins leaf-like, pointed distally at apex, and inconspicuous free-rear tips, lateral ridges prominent at trunk, caudal fin small and broadly sub-triangular with inconspicuous lower caudal lobe and evident subterminal notch. It bears teeth dissimilar in both jaws, upper teeth smaller than lower teeth, upper teeth thin and lanceolate, lower teeth broad and bladelike (Compagno 1999 (Ho & Nakaya 2016) . Little is known about their biological and ecological traits, including population size, distribution and life history, and studies regularly focus on reproductive biology and feeding of O. centrina (e.g., Capapé et al. 1999; Capapé 2008; Guallart et al. 2015; Kousteni & Megalofonou 2016 amount of seawater was added to the trays to prevent the samples freezing to the ice. Specimen of Oxynotus sp. was labelled by tying a label to the fish using string, then either fixed in a 4% formalin solution or frozen (Rogers et al. 2010 ). This specimen was later donated and logged at the South African Institute for Aquatic Biodiversity (SAIAB) where further curatorial procedures such as identification and cataloguing took place, and put through a series of 10% and 50% ethanol solutions, before finally being preserved in 70% ethanol solution. External measurements were obtained from a specimen preserved in 70% ethanol using a digital calliper and metric tape for measurements greater than 150mm. Measurements follow Last et al. (2007) and Ebert et al. (2013) , and are expressed as percentage of total length (% TL). Morphometric data of O. centrina recorded elsewhere were compiled from Yano & Murofushi (1985) , Barrull & Mate (2001) , Yano & Matsuura (2002) , Megalofonou & Damalas (2004) , Dragicervic et al. Terminology of general external morphology, dermal denticles and colouration in description follows Yano & Murofushi (1985) , Garrick (1960) and Compagno (2016) , and for dentition follows Herman et al. (2005) .
Colouration is based on specimen preserved in 70% ethanol. Maturation was based on Capapé et al. (1999) .
Skin sample measuring 1cm 2 was taken from below first dorsal fin (right side) for analysis of dermal denticles.
Liver weight and conditions follow Capapé et al. (1999) .
Hepatosomatic index (HIS) was calculated using the formula HSI (%) = liver weight (g) / dressed weight (g) X 100. Specimen was photographed in dorsal, lateral, and ventral views as well as individual body parts (e.g., fins, liver) using digital camera. Photographs of dermal denticles were taken using stereoscope microscope attached to digital camera at the Scottish Association for Marine Science. Map of collecting locality of examined specimen was generated using QGIS 2.14.2 Essen (QGIS Development Team, QGIS Geographic Information System, Open Source Geospatial Foundation Project; http://qgis.osgeo.org/) and Google Earth (http:// www.google.co.uk/intl/en_uk/earth).
Institutional abbreviations are in accordance to Sabaj (2016) .
TAXONOMY

Family Oxynotidae Gill, 1863 Genus Oxynotus Rafinesque, 1810
Oxynotus sp.
Images 1-6, Table 1 Material examined: SAIAB 192249, juvenile female, 
11736
second dorsal-fin spine directed backwardly. Pectoral fins leaf-like and wide, placed laterally; pectoral-fin anterior and inner margins markedly convex; pectoralfin posterior margin somewhat straight and slightly concave distally; pectoral-fin apex pointed distally; pectoral-fin free-rear tips inconspicuous. Pelvic fins sub-quadrangular and wide, located ventrally just prior to caudal fin; pelvic-fin margins straight; pelvic-fin apex and free rear tips rounded. Caudal fin small and subtriangular with inconspicuous lower caudal lobe and evident subterminal notch; caudal fork inconspicuous; dorsal caudal margin straight; preventral caudal margin somewhat convex; terminal caudal margin straight; postventral caudal margins straight; posterior, ventral and subterminal caudal tips rounded. Dermal denticles markedly large, measuring 1mm width across tips of lateral cusps. Denticles heavy, sparsely distributed with different sizes throughout, and positioned in right angle to the longitudinal body axis. Denticles crown-like with four pointed cusps distally, including two lateral cusps and two median cusps. Median cusps comprised of one anterior cusp and one posterior cusp. Anterior median cusp much more elongate than remaining cusps. Posterior median cusp small and hook-like. Large denticles with three thin anterior ridges, although a single anterior ridge is shown in small denticles. Lateral ridges thin and small. Crown base of denticles conspicuously broad.
Body brownish laterally and ventrally with large black blotches dorso-laterally throughout head, trunk and tail; black botches also found ventrally at head posterior to mouth till vertical traced at insertion of pectoral fins. Dorsal fins brownish, dorsal-fins posterior margin and free rear tips white. Pectoral fins brown dorsally and blackish ventrally with pectoral-fin anterior and posterior margins broadly white. Pelvic fins dark brown with black blotch ventrally; pelvic-fin anterior and posterior margins whitish. Caudal fin dark brown with postventral caudal margins slightly white, black caudal strip prominent and black caudal blotch evident in the preventral caudal margin.
Biological traits. The specimen weighed a total of 1.944kg. The liver is markedly heavy with total weight of 518g, entirely occupying the abdominal cavity. It comprises two asymmetrical lobes, somewhat cylindrical, triangular in cross-section, pointed distally and convex proximally. Liver lobes are conspicuously elongate with right lobe measuring 275mm and left lobe 262mm in length. The hepatosomatic index (HSI) for the specimen is 36.33%. According to Capapé et al. (1999) Bass et al. (1976) and against those of Yano & Matusuura (2002 Bass et al. (1976 ), Myagkov (1986 ), and Compagno et al. (1991 . Preliminary comparative morphological observations in O. centrina reveal strong intraspecific variations between specimens from the eastern and western Mediterranean Sea as well as northeastern Atlantic Ocean regarding shape of dorsal and pectoral fins, body colouration and body depth. External measurements also vary for trunk height, interorbital and internarial spaces, mouth width, preoral length and heights of first and fifth gill slits, length of first dorsal-fin base, and length of second dorsal-fin posterior margin (see Table  1 ). These variations possibly represent the existence of another nominal species distinct from O. centrina in this region as well. Oxynotus salviani Risso, 1827 described from Nice, France has been in synonymy with O. centrina without detailed taxonomic examination in Krefft & Tortonese (1973) , demanding verification. Divergences on the morphometric methodology applied in earlier accounts on species of Oxynotus (e.g., Yano & Murofushi 1985; Myagkov 1986; Yano & Matsuura 2002; Kousteni & Megalofonou 2016 ) and the present study exist, and may have interfered in the assumptions pointed out in the present study, indicating that a standardization of external measurements for Oxynotus species is essential for future comparative purposes. 
